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A vibrant school with a culture of care and the spirit of excellence

“As our children move from Primary 1 to Primary 2, 
how does learning begin to look different?

How do we support them to become confident 
thinkers and communicators?”
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Within the E21CC priority areas, our students need to develop…

Inventive Thinking

CommunicationCivic Literacy

Adaptive Thinking
i. confident in situations in which they do 

not have established answers and 
resilient in the face of failure; and

ii. able to respond to changing contexts 
nimbly

i. curious and reflective about what they 
learn, while being driven by a sense of 
purpose; and

ii. cognitively flexible in approaching 
problem-solving

i. willing to act with shared commitment 
and ideals when engaging with social and 
global issues, while remaining grounded in 
the Singapore context; and

ii.discerning enough to critically assess 
information that they encounter online 
and evaluate societal issues

i. courageous and spontaneous in voicing 
new ideas and able to persuade others; 
and

ii.open-minded and empathetic so that 
they can communicate and collaborate 
across different cultures

E21CC Priority Areas
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When learning becomes more challenging, 
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Let’s try a few 
P2 Questions!
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Primary 2

At this stage, children are still building the 
foundations of reading. The focus is on 
helping them recognise words, read 
fluently and make meaning from simple 
text.

Reading Literacy
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Students are empowered to 
deepen their reading 
comprehension using a range 
of symbols.

Reading Literacy

Annotations
Who? Where? What 
happened? How?
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E21CC:
Critical Thinking

Students learn to:
• notice details
• connect ideas across 

sentences
• Show their thinking when they 

are reading a text and talk about 
it.

Annotations

E21CC:
Communication
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Why this matters
Besides shifting students from “learning to read”
to “reading to learn”, annotation helps students 
become:

• thinking readers
• independent learners

These are essential skills for learning
and life beyond school.



Primary 2A Textbook Question 

Multiplication and Division

Numbers to 1000

Look at these two questions.

Did you notice that both 
questions allow for more than 
one possible answer?
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Primary 2A Textbook Question 

Ask the following questions

• How can I group the 12 buns using 
boxes for 4 and boxes for 2?

• How many boxes for 4 and how 
many boxes for 2 do I need?

They make decisions and justify their 
reasons on how the packing is done. 

Critical Thinking 
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Primary 2A Textbook Question 

Possible options for packing: 
• 3 boxes for 4 
• 2 boxes for 4 and 2 boxes for 2 
• 1 box for 4 and 4 boxes for 2 
• 6 boxes for 2 

When students discover different ways 
to pack all the buns, 

                                                   
Inventive Thinking in Action 
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Primary 2A Textbook Question 

Real world experience 

• A student may choose 6 boxes for 2 
instead of using boxes for 4 and justify 
the choice by explaining that the buns 
are bought as gifts for 6 people. 

• Demonstration of Adaptive Thinking 
when they adjust their packing strategy 
to suit real-life situations.

Adaptive Thinking 



How Parents Can Support Today’s Maths Learning?

Ask thinking questions 
(not just answers)

Instead of:
• What is the answer?

Say: 
• How did you get it?
• Can you show me 

another way to get it?

Use everyday activities to reinforce Maths 
learning

• sharing food (Multiplication and Division)

• shopping (money, comparing numbers)

• cooking (Measurement , Fractions )

• schedules (Time) 
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Primary 2CL Textbook Practices on Oracy Skill

Communication Skills

• Students learnt to observe the 
nuances and  communicate 
effectively with their friends using 
the appropriate sentences and 
vocabulary. 

• Responds with purpose and clarity
• Content organisation
• Appropriate use of language for 

different audience
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Primary 2 CL Textbook Practices on Oracy Skill

Adaptive Thinking

• Students connect the text to their 
own lives and learn to adapt the 
language for different contexts. 
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Communication

Students learn to effectively 
communicate and exchange creative 
ideas about their robots.

Inventive Thinking



A vibrant school with a culture of care and the spirit of excellence



A vibrant school with a culture of care and the spirit of excellence



A vibrant school with a culture of care and the spirit of excellence

How Parents Can Support MTL Learning?

Use everyday activities to reinforce MTL learning

• Shopping (Reading signages and labels in MTL 
languages)

• Mealtimes (Conversation with children using 
MTL languages) 

• Set aside reading time every day to read MTL 
books (Storybooks, comics, magazines)
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Your child’s growth comes from being 

active learners, not passive receivers.
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When learning becomes more challenging,
what can parents do to help? 

Provide Emotional Support 
and Psychological Safety
• Listen without 

immediately correcting or 
judging.

Strengthen Learning Habits
• Help children break large tasks 

into smaller steps.
• Encourage self-monitoring: 

checking work, reflecting on 
mistakes.

Support Learning
• Ask guiding questions 

instead of giving answers.
• Use real-life contexts to 

reinforce concepts.

Partner with Teachers
• Communicate 
• Reinforce strategies used in 

school for consistency.
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How parents can support 21CC development at home

How to foster Adaptive Thinking?

Examples: 

Promote flexibility: 

Let your child to decide and try different 

ways to solving challenges.

Share your experiences:

Share stories when you had to adapt and 

overcome challenges.

Parenting for Wellness Toolbox
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How parents can support 21CC development at home

How to foster Inventive Thinking?

Examples: 

Celebrate efforts, successes and failures: 

Celebrate the experiences gained along the 
way regardless of the final outcomes. 

Allow mistakes to be part of their learning 

process.

Parenting for Wellness Toolbox
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